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Course Description:



Welcome to AMS Language Arts 8! This course places emphasis on reading and analyzing both literary and informational texts, developing research skills, and writing arguments, expository, and narrative compositions.  As the year progresses we will develop critical thinking, speaking and listening skills, grammar concepts, increase literature complexity, and enhance vocabulary.
Required Materials:

· A 3-ring binder (1 to 1 ½ preferably), or section of one, to be used exclusively for English/ folder of some sort to keep English papers organized. 

· Pens: (For most assignments, black or blue. HOWEVER, a red pen (or an unusual color is required for revision and editing purposes)

· Pencils: Students should also have either a mechanical or standard pencil for Scantron tests, drafts, etc.

· Paper (College Ruled)

· Turnitin.com Account

· Gmail Account/ Google Docs 

· Access to a Windows or Apple computer (computers available in library)

Management Plan



Grading: 

90%-100% 
= A

80%-89%   
= B

70%-79%   
= C

60%-69%   
= D

59%-50%
= F

	Language Arts 8 
	 

	Practice
	30%

	Writing
	30%

	Assessments
	40%


Tardies: 

A tardy is defined as not being in your seat ready to go when the bell rings. On your 3rd tardy, the teacher will call home and you be assigned after school detention. On the 4th tardy, a referral will be written and administration will determine the consequences thereafter.
Homework/Attendance Policies:

· Late Work:  Students who turn in work late will receive 10% off the first day late and 50% off second day late—if any credit is to be received then the student must turn the work directly into the teacher.

· Excused absences: You have as many days to make up work for an excused absence as days missed, except in the case of excessive absences or required project assignments.  For larger or extended assignments absence will not be an excuse for turning in the work late.  Test make-up must be set-up between the student and teacher immediately after missing a test.

· Unexcused absences: Unexcused absences, if discovered, may result in the unexcused work having a dropped or lowered score thereby having a negative impact on the student’s overall grade. Unresolved absences (ones not called in) are considered unexcused. 
Cheating and Plagiarism:
Cheating and plagiarism does not exist in this English class. For your first offense I will call home, and administration will be informed. On your second offence, administration will determine the appropriate consequence. 

PLAGIARISM:

WHAT IS PLAGIARISM? Materials from http://www.ehhs.cmich.edu/~mspears/plagiarism.html, with permission from Michael Spears: 

Simply stated, plagiarism is using someone's work without giving the appropriate credit.  This can mean several things...
· Copying and pasting text from on-line media, such as encyclopedias is plagiarism.
· Copying and pasting text from any web site is plagiarism.
· Transcribing text from any printed material, such as books, magazines, encyclopedias or newspapers, is plagiarism.
· Simply modifying text from any of the above sources is plagiarism.
· For example, replacing a few select words using a Thesaurus does not constitute original work.
· Using photographs, video or audio without permission or acknowledgment is plagiarism.
· You may use such a photographic, video or audio source with or in a paper or multimedia presentation that you create, as long as you do not profit from it or use it for any purpose other than the original assignment.  You  must include the source in your bibliography.
· Using another student's work and claiming it as your own, even with permission, is academically unethical and is treated as plagiarism.  This is known as "collusion" and is VERY BAD! 
· Using an essay that you wrote for another class/another purpose without getting permission from the teacher/professor of both the current class and the class for which the original work was used is SELF-PLAGIARISM and is basis for consequence or penalty.  I am sure this seems ridiculous to some of you, but that is how it is.  Sorry about your luck!  Do something original and put forth some effort why don't you?!?!  You may use your previous work as a basis for new research of course, but include the original work in your bibliography.

Conference Hour:

Conference period will be on Wednesday and Thursday from 9:17 - 9:44.  During this time students are only allowed out of the classroom if they have a pass. The library is not available during conference.  Students should use this time to study, read, or complete work. 
Description of Parent Availability/ Access to Grades:

Parents can access their child’s grades and assignments through Infinite Campus. Login information for this site will be provided at a later time. Weekly lesson plans and assignments can be accessed by going to teacher webpage at: https://www.cusd80.com/Domain/613.
Diversity Statement:
All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry.  As members of the Basha High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.

General Classroom Management/Class Rules:



Basha High School teachers are charged with providing the best education possible, not only to meet Arizona state standards, but also provide students with an opportunity to make an educated decision on their future. In order to achieve that end, the classroom environment must be fair and equitable for all students.  Please observe the following general rules. Individual teachers may have other rules for their classroom environments.  All of the policies that you are about to read about are based upon district and school guidelines.  The information can be summed up into four basic expectations listed below and posted in the classroom:

1. Be on Time

2. Come Prepared

3. Engage in Learning (participate)

4. Open Your Mind
Classroom Environment:
· NO food or drink (except for water in classrooms)
· Be respectful of yourself, your classmates, and me—your teacher.  This means no talking while someone else is talking.

· No lewd, crude, socially unacceptable language, name-calling, or profanity, roaming the classroom, or disruptive behavior.

· Cell phones, I Pods, MP3 players, CD players, or any other similar type of distraction will not be allowed in class.  Please turn all ringers off. You will be assigned a number in the “phone station” and your phone will be placed in your pocket if it is a constant distraction. 
· Defacing school property, such as desks, books, or walls will not be tolerated. Please DO NOT put gum under the desks…you will be cleaning All gum off desks at the end of the year. Let’s make this room something WE can be proud of!

· Passes will be issued for students to use to leave the room on a limited/emergency basis.  Please talk with me and I will work with you; however, arrangements should be made to take care of personal needs between classes.  Please keep in mind the tardy policy.
Discipline Process:
There are three steps that I will take if a student is disrupting the learning of others in our classroom.

· FIRST OFFENSE: Speak with you directly or assign detention –depending on the situation.

· SECOND OFFENSE: Call your parents/guardians to discuss the situation, and a referral to the office.
· FURTHER OFFENSE: Refer you to your administrator with a referral, and discuss the situation with the administration

Student and Parent/Guardian Signatures/E-Mail Addresses

This is to acknowledge that you and your parent/guardian have read and discussed the information on the Language Arts 8 course syllabus and you:
(1) Understand that student, parents, and staff are working for the best outcome,

(2) Understand that make-up work will be allowed for validated/excused absences only

Please return your signed syllabus to Ms. Agostini by ________________________________
STUDENT NAME (PRINTED):___________________________________________
STUDENT NAME (SIGNED):______________________________DATE_________
STUDENT EMAIL ADDRESS: ________________________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME (PRINTED):__________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME (SIGNED):______________________DATE________
PARENT/GUARDIAN EMAIL (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)
__________________________________________________________________________

